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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 0620 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINT MASS ET SO 

SUBJ: SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS 

1. SRC MEMBER MOHAMED SHEIKH OMAR IN MAY 4 CONVERSATION WITH 
ME REITERATED GSDR POLICY OF NOT RPT NOT "TAKING ANY ADVANTAGE" 
OF CURRENT ETHIOPIAN DIFFICULTIES. HE SAID GSDR HAD GIVEN 
STRICT INSTRUCTIONS TO ITS ARMED FORCES AND TO ITS INFORMATION 
MEDIA TO AVOID ALL PROVOCATIVE ACTIVITIES. GSDR FELT ETHIOPIA’S 
PROBLEMS WERE RESULT OF INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS BUILDING UP OVER 
LONG PERIOD OF TIME. THESE DEVELOPMENTS HAD THEIR OWN MOMENTUM. 
GSDR DIBNNOT RPT NOT WANT TO GET INTO THE MIDDLE. MOHAMED SHEIKH 
SAID HE FEARED THAT ANY NEW ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD BE LESS 
LIKELY THAN EMPEROR TO COMPROMISE WITH SOMALIA. THERE IS NO 
HOPE FOR PROGRESS WITHIN OAU OR ELSEWHERE AT PRESENT TIME FOR 
ENDALKATCHEW GOVERNMENT IS "PROVISIONAL" AND WEAK AND COULD 
NOT AFFORD TO MAKE ANY CONCESSIONS. PROSPECT THUS IS FOR CON- 
TINUING ARMS RACE. BEST WAY TO AVOID THIS WOULD BE FOR US TO 
CONVINCE IEG TO ACCOMMODATE SOMALI CLAIMS AT LEAST IN SUB- 
STANTIAL PART. I SAID THIS HARDLY FEASIBLE AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
THIS TO BE TRUE AT PRESENT. 

2. ETHIOPIAN DCM TOLD ME LAST NIGHT ETHIOPIAN EMBASSY HERE HAS 
NO INDICATIONS THE SOMALIS HAVE BEEN ACTING IN PROVOCATIVE 
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ARE NOT RPT NOT PLANNING EARLY MILITARY ACTION AGAINST ETHIOPIA. 

3. DURING PAST TWO WEEKS REQUESTS BY PAKISTANI AND WEST GERMAN 
AMBASSADORS TO TRAVEL IN NORTH HAVE BEEN DENIED AND FOUR PAKIS- 
TANI EXPERTS STATIONED IN NORTH HAVE BEEN SENT BACK TO MOG- 
ADISCIO SOMEWHAT EARLIER. CHINESE HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO CON- 
FINE THEIR TRAVEL IN NORTH TO HARGEISA AND SITE OF CHINESE ROAD 
(WHICH RUNS PARALLEL AND CLOSE TO ETHIOPIAN BORDER). THE 
CURRENT SPECULATION IS THAT THESE UNUSUAL TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
ARE DUE TO: SOMALI TROOP ACTIVITIES IN NORTH - WHETHER FOR DE- 
FENSIVE OR OFFENSIVE PURPOSES; SOMALI RELUCTANCE ALLOW FOREIGNERS 
TO SEE DROUGHT CONDITIONS WHICH QUITE BAD IN SOME PLACES; FACT 
SECURITY SERVICE OVEREXTENDED AS IT PREPARED FOR OAU SUMMIT 
AND DOES NOT RPT NOT WISH ADD BURDEN OF DIPLOMATIC TRIPS; 

AND/OR NEW SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITY IN BERBERA AREA. MOTIVATION 
MAY WELL BE COMBINATION OF SEVERAL OF THESE FACTORS, ALTHOUGH 
WE HAVE NOTHING TO CONFIRM LAST (CHINESE) HYPOTHESIS. OUR 
JUDGMENT REMAINS THAT SOMALI MILITARY ACTIVITY AGAINST ETHIOPIA 
IS UNLIKELY. 

KIRK 
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